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Statement &f probabl: cause concernin; an accldent which
oceurred to a plane of Chicagr and Scouthern Air Lines,
Incerporated, on May 28, 1955 ne.r Nilwcod, Illinois

Te the Director of Alr Coumerce.

én uay 28, 1955 ail approximately 10:06 p.me. at o point aboui ¢ miles SW
0f ¥alwood, Tllincas, an airplane of United SBtates regisiry pilotad by e li-
censed zairran, whils belng operated in schedulud flight carrying mail, express
and one noen-pay palissnger, accident-lly collided with the ground with resultant
@ggjbujg_jggﬁgiggjwﬁgg_gggsQggg;_gnd the complete destructian of the aircraft
and cargo.

The wirplane, a Btinse~n, model SI=-80C0-B, bore Department of Conmerce 1- .T
cerse number MC-108%94 and was being operated boiwecen Chicego, Illinois and
New Orleans, Loulsiana, by the Chilicaze and Gouthern Air Liues Incerporated.
The palot, Jehn B. Lynn, held a Departrent of (emmerce transport pilet's license
and a. scheduled air transport rating. Both tne pilot and the passenger, Paul
Gardner, were killed.

Thig flight, originating at Chicago, was cleared for 3pringfireld, Illino:is,
"at 10'00 pems. No unusual weather was predicied ner 1s zhere any evidence that
any unusual weather was encountered.

The rlane .as neXt observed a2t a point apsut twe miles frou where the ac-
cident eccurred. Witnesses reperted secing the alrplane appreach from a North-
westerly direction ani flying jJust above the tree tops, BStreight ahead from
this peint were some gullsys about 50 fect desp and « heavily woeded area. It
15 believed that the pilot sew the terrain ahead becausc at this time he made
& sharp furn to the right waich took him away frem the trees. From marks on the
grouad 1%t appears that in this turn he allowed thne right wing of tne planc to
cortact the ground. The first nark clearly indicated a wing tip and the green
ravi_ation light was found imbeaded in the ground at this peint. Afler the first
cortact the plane evidently cariwheelcd ard came te Test with the fusel.ge up-
s1de down and with tha tail peinting in a direction opposite to the upproach.

For some uaxnown reasen the palet had not fellowed a direct course frem
gpringfield toward St. Louis., A breken ground feg was reported over this aresa,
byt was not sufficient te constitute a hazard to the flight. There was nothing
10 suggest any reason for the low flying and whether or not the pilot had any
lntenzion &f landing in the vicinity ef the accident.

No flares were dropped ¢vmd up until the time the ground was contacted, the
£rgines seunded normal to tlhiose whe heard the airplane.

It 15 the opinion of the Accident Board that ine probable cause of this acci-
dent was an unintenticnal collision with the ground while flying at toe lav an
altitude.
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